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GALLERY OF ILLUSTRATION. 

On Saturday evening some private gentlemen 
gave a dramatic entertainment at the above hall, 
which was numerously attended, when Lord 
Lytton’s splendid comedy of ‘“ Money” stood 
first on the programme ; a play wellchosen for 
amateurs, not requiring the aid of much scenery 
or varied costume. Mr Warwick as Lord 
Glassmore filled the character very ably, and 
carried out the author’s meaning with judgment 
and great propriety. Mr F. Walters as Sir John 
Vesey had well studied the character and gave 
to it all the consequence and authority the 
scheming Baronet had in view. Mr Courtney 
in the character of Frederick Blunt hit off the 
foppish Baronet with a careless aud unpretend- 
ing air, as a self-conceited coxcomb would be 
supposed to do. The character of Stout, in the 
hands of Mr Markham, required more bluster 
and self-consequence ; it ought to have been 
alike more racy and broad ; as it was it cannot 
be said the part was over-acted. Mr Duncan in 
the part of Graves, was good by parts, but we 
were disappointed in the scene where he has the 
interview with Lady Franklin; it was hurried 
over, and the scene fell short of humour; his 
make-up was that of an undertaker. Mr F. T. 
Marion was the Evelyn, a character well-suited 
to his ability; he looked the part in every 
respect, and had an excellent idea of the author’s 
meaning, and in all the scenes with Clara 
Douglass—Miss Owen—his acting bore evident 
proof of study.and great discernment, by the 
powerful feeling and pathos which he created, 
although at times there was a monotony in his 
delivery and a want of action. In the gaming 
club-room there should have been more anxiety 
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Onr PENNY 
award too much praise to Miss Minnie Owen 
for the careful and painstaking manner in which 
she sustained the character of Clara Douglass. 
It was ladylike, pathetic, vigorous, dignified, 
and yet natural, and her acting in the last act 
with Evelyn brought down enthusiastic applause. 
Lady Franklin was sustained with much humour 
throughout her acting by Miss Evans, who 
looked the character well, and Miss Markham 
was an intelligent Georgina, The whole of the 
characters were summoned before the curtain at 
the conclusion. 

We did not witness the performance of the 
burlesque, it being a late hour and miserably 
cold. 

nea a Sos 
TOWN HALL, SHOREDITCH. 
TOWER HAMLETS’ RIFLE BRIGADE DRAMATIC 
CLUB. 

Tunis Club gave an entertainment on Wednes- 
day last to an immense audience. 

The performance commenced with the laugh- 
able farce of “Whitebait at Greenwich.” MrW. 
S. Johnson in the comic part of Bussard was 
well up in the character, and kept the audience 
in a scream of laughter, and was universally 
applauded ; and Mr W. H. Leslie as John Small 
was also very good, These amateurs played up 
to each other with excellent effect, equal to any 
professionals we have seen in the same parts. 
Mrs Darby and Miss Stirling were quite equal 
to the female characters ; and the applause at 
the conclusion was general and hearty, 

Douglass Jerrold’s comedy of “ Time Works 
Wonders ” followed, Mr C. Pearson,as Norman, 
got through the part very creditably, and re- 





ceived well-earned approbation from the 


felt and more bustle. This scene was acted too] audience; and Mr Burge acted Truffles with 
tame by all who took part in it. ‘The character| great discretion, Mr Eeles madea fair Gold- 


of Evelyn is a long role, and it must be con-;thumb; the old Goldthumb by Mr Leslie was 
sidered was ably and successfully rendered by | made the most of, and he did all for the charac— 
Mr Marion, ‘The part of Dudley Smooth wasiterthe author could desire. This amateur is 
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ver, Ingby, and the Post Boy, brought up the 
rear very well ; and the female characters were 
all well acted by Mrs Chaplin, Miss Ferris, and 
Miss Stirlling. These remarks allude to the 
prologue ; then followed the five years after 
which we saw very little of, there was so much 


between the acts, the hall was so crowded, and | 


the weather so unfavourable we were glad to 
get to our own fireside by 12 o’clock. The 
stage, scenery, and other appointments, were 
very appropriate and good. The hall is wot 
altogether appropriate for dramatic performan- 
ces, being deficient in sound. We must not 
omit the mention of the excellent band, which 
appeared to give great satisfaction by the ap- 
plause that followed their efforts. 


—— @—____ 
ECLECTIC THEATRE. 

Tue members of the City of London Amateur 
Dramatic Club gave their first entertainment at 
the above Theatre on Thursday last, 

The entertainment commenced with the farce 
of ** Paris and Back for £5,” which was very 
fairly played for a first attempt. Mr J. Shep- 
perd as Spozzle was amusing, and played the 
part in a creditable manner. Mr Lee was very 
fair as Spriggins. Miss E, Westerlyn sustained 
the part of Fanny in a humoursome manner. 
The rest of the characters were fairly gone 
through by Messrs Seymour, L. Renots, H. 
May, Jones, J. Tomkins, jun., and Mr J.Connor., 

The burlesque of ‘ Bombastes Furioso ” 
followed. The evening’s entertainment conclu- 
ding with the farce of ** The Goose with the 
Golden Eggs.” ‘The characters were sustained 
by Messrs J. Shepperd, A. G. Lee, J. Tomkins, 
jun., and the Misses Edith and Emilie Westerlyn. 

eo 


ST. GEORGE'S THEATRE. 

Aw excellent entertainment was given here on 
the 27th ult., when * Othello ” was produced, 
supplemented by the farces of “B. B,” and 
‘Retained for the Defence.” We regret exceed- 
ingly that a serious bronchial attack prevented 
Mr Scott Ramsay from appearing as the Moor, 
as announced, Mr Ellis was a good substitute, 
however, and Mr Imrie secouded him ably as 
Iago. Miss Gainsborough (pupil of Mr W. A, 
Stanley) by her ladylike and clever rendering of 
Desdemonn gives promise of future excellence. 
The other characters were fairly sustained. The 
stage arrangements were under Mr T. Evans’s 
experienced management. 

—__——_— 


THEATRE ROYAL, EDINBURGH. 

Miss Hewen Favcir is performing here, it being 
her last professional visit to Edinburgh prior to 
taking farewell of the stage. The theatre has 
been well filled, more particularly on those 
evenings when “*As You Like it,” aud the 
* Lady of Lyons,” have been played. Miss 
Faucit’s Rosalind is a great piece of acting—so 
full of vivacity and grace; so earnest, yet so 
playful. It is quite unique, and unapproachable 
in these times. Her Pauline, of which she was 
the original representative, 1s a most finished 
dramatic portrait. 

Mr Swinburne, who accompanies Miss Faucit, 
shows decided improvement since he was last 





among us. On one of the off-uights, when the 
one bright particular star did not act, he made a 
most creditable appearance in the character of 
Hamlet. Many of the more popular passages 
were delivered with nice discrimination, and his 
action was easy and artistic. 

Miss O’Berne, a young lady who has been on 
the stage only a short time, attracted much at- 
tention by her Celia ‘In * As You Like it.” She 
gives great promise of attaining a high position 
in the profession-she has adopted. 

FRA DIAVOLO. 
te 


SHAKSPEARE’S TWEROLNES. 
THE IMPULSIVE CONSTANCE. 


**Traar which strikes us as the principal 
attributes of Constance is power—power of 
imagination, of will, of passion, of affection, of 
pride; the moral energy, that faculty which is 
principally exercised in self-control, and gives 
consistency to the rest, is deficient ; or rather, 
to speak more correctly, the extraordinary de- 
velopment of sensibility and imagination, 
which lends to the character its rich poetical 
colouring, leaves the other qualities compara- 
tively subordinate. Hence it is that the whole 
complexion of the character, notwithstanding 
its amazing grandeur, is so exquisitely femin- 
ine. The weakness of the woman, who by 
the very consciousness of that weakness is 
worked, up to desperation and defiance, the 
fluctuations of temper and the bursts of sub- 
lime passion, thie terrors, the impatience, and 
the tears, are all most true to feminine nature. 
The energy of Constance not being bused upon 
strength of character, rises and falls with the 
tide of passion. Her haughty spirit swells 
against resistance, and is excited into frenzy 
by sorrow and disappointment ; while neither 
from her towering pride, nor her strength of 
intellect, can she borrow patience to submit, 
or fortitude to endure.” 

Constance lost her husband Geoffrey 
(second son of Henry II.) shortly after he 
demanded the earldom of Anjou from his 
father; on receiving his refusal, he withdrew 
to the French Court to prepare for another 
war. But soon after his turbulent career was 
cut short at a tournament, where he was dis- 
mounted and trampled to death under the feet 
of the knight’s horses. Philip Augustus 
buried Geoffrey with great pomp, and, as we 
all know, joined with Constance in espousing 
Arthur’s cause. 

The philosophy of Shakspeare, his intimate 
searching out of the human heart, whether in 
the form of sentence, or in the dramatic exhi- 
bition of character, is a gift peculiarly his own, 
and in few of his heroines has that character 
been more vividly depicted than in the im- 
passioned imperious Constance. 

Pride and maternal affection form the basis 
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of Constance’s character; it is the energy of 
passion which lends the character its concen- 
trated power. She has words at will, and fast 
as the passionate feelings rise in her mind, 
they are poured forth with vivid, overpowering 
eloquence ; but, like Juliet, she speaks in pic- 
tures. For instance :— 

Why holds thine eye that lamentable rheum ? 

Like « proud river peering o’er its bounds. 
Juliet pours forth her love like a muse ina 
rapture; Constance raves in her sorrow like a 
Pythoness possessed with the spirit of pain. 
The love of Juliet is deep and infinite as the 
boundless sea: the grief of Constance is so 


great that nothing but the world itself is able 
to sustain it :— 
My grief’s so great, 

That no supporter but the huge firm earth, 

Can hold it up. Here I and Sorrow sit; 

Here is my throne—bid kings come bow to it. 
Constance is a majestic being, and is majestic 
in her very frenzy. ° 

The excess of maternal tenderness, rendered 
desperate by the fickleness of friends and the 
injustice of fortune, and made stronger in will, 
in proportion to the want of all other power, 
was never more finely expressed than in this 
injured woman. ‘The dignity of her answer to 
King Philip, when she refuses to accompany 
his messenger. ‘‘'To me, and to the state of 
my great grief, let kings assemble,” her indig- 
nant reproach to Austria for deserting her 
cause, her invocation to death, ‘that love of 
misery,” however fine and spirited, all yield to 
the beauty of the passage, where, ber passion 
suduing into tenderness, she addresses Cardi- 
nal Pandulph :— 

O father Cardinal, I have heard you say, 

That we shall see and know our friends in heaven ; 
If that be true, I shall see my boy again ; 

For, since the birth of Cain, the first male child, 

To him that did but yesterday suspire, 

There was not such a gracious creature born. 
Where in the whole range of our Bard’s poetry 
shall we find grief depicted with such intensity 
as in the following lines ?— 

I will not keep this form upon my head, 

[ Tearing off her head dress. 
When there is such disorder in my wit. 
O lord ! my boy, my Arthur, my fair son! 
My life, my joy, my food, my all the world! 
My widow’s-comfort, and my sorrows’ cure ! 
The wild uncontrollable affliction of Constance 
for the wrongs she sustained as a mother is no 
less naturally conceived than it is ably sus- 
tained: her eloquent grief, her wild lamenta- 
tions, bursting forth clothed in the grandest 
and poetical imagery, not only melt, but abso- 
lutely electrify us. Some of the most splendid 
poetry to be met with in Sbakspeare, may be 
found in this character. 

That the treachery of King John, the death 
of Arthur, the grief of Constance, had a real 








while it hangs a leaden weight on the heart 
and the imagination, but “ King John” has 
all the beauties of language and all the rich- 
ness of fancy to relieve the painfulness of the 
subject. The sole deviation from history is 
the omission of Guy de Thomars, so that 
Constance is incorrectly represented as in a 
state of widowhood when she was really 
married. Her marriage took place just at the 
period of the opening of the drama, but the 
presence of her husband would have destroyed 
the dramatic interest of the situation, and a 
more magnificent situation was never placed 
before the mind’s eye than that of Constance 
when, deserted and betrayed, she stands alone 
in her despair, amid her false friends and her 
ruthless enemies. 

This has been a favourite part with our 
great actresses; Mrs. Siddons was said to be 
very fine in it; in our days we have had some 
good representatives of Constance, Miss Helen 
Faucit, Miss Atkinson, and that feminine act- 
ress, Mrs. H. Vezin, &c.; and amongst ama- 
teurs, Miss Clara Gordon, despite her aspira- 
tions, gives the part all its fervent glow; the 
revival of ‘‘ King John” at Sadler’s Wells last 
year gave Mrs. Malcolm an opportunity of dis- 
playing her versatile talent as an amateur ; the 
applause bestowed on her exertions shows that 
her conception of the character was not alto- 
gether a wrong one; however, we like this 
lady better in comedy. Mrs. Fisher also 
attempted it, but is too melo-dramatic for such 
a part. Gama. 


——>—____- 


DEATIT OF MADAME GRISI. 


Death has laid low one who for many years 
reigned supreme as the queen of the lyric drama, 
who in her kingdom would tolerate no rival near 
her throne, and who so completely absorbed all 
the interest of her peculiar dominion that the 
history of the operatic successes of the past 
quarter of a century is more or less associated 
with the distinguished name of her who has so 
recently left this world. Giulia or Giulietta Grisi 
was born at Milan on the 2nd of July, 1812. 
She was the younger sister of Giudetta and the 
elder of Carlotta, the former a singer, the latter 
a dancer, both famous in their day, but neither 
of them winning the eminence of their sister. 
Grisi was buried on Thursday at Pere-la-Chaise. 
There was a small attendance—Signor Mario, 
Captain Ormsbury, Michael Accursi and his 
family, M. and Madame Alary, and M. Cottron. 
The kindness of everyone to Signor Mario seems 
to have been wonderful, and the Lady Geraldine 
Somerset came forward and took charge of Grisi’s 
girls. The Duchess of Cambridge, the Duchess 
of Meclenburgh-Strelitz, and Colonel Walker 
seem also to have strived to outdo one another in 
kindness. 
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The Prince of Wales visited the Princess’s on 
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CORRESPONDENCE, 


Notice To Secretaries or AMATEUR DRAMATIC 
Civss.—The members of the various clubs who 
wish to be registered for the year will please to 
forward the name of the club and place of meeting 
with secretary’s name, and 2s. 6d. in postage 
stamps. 

J. Lowe.—We do not recommend any Club in par- 
ticular. Please to look over the List. 

Miss M.—Apply to\Miss Herbert, Blenheim Hall, 
Chalk Farm-road, Hampstead 

Amatgur.— The Unfinished Gentleman,” “ Boots 
at the Swan,” “ Fortune’s Frolic,” ‘“ Wags of 
Windsor,” are all capital farces. 

Prayoorr.—Mrs Sterling has no regular engagement; 
she is giving Dramatic readings in the provinces. 
A. M., Islington.—We are informed Miss Marriott 
is expected back from the United States about the 

end of February. 
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OPINIONS AND RECOLLECTIONS. 

“T cannot but remember such things were.”— 
Macsertu. 

Ove likes to think over the sayings of those 
who have departed, to dwellon the affection, 
the kindness, and frank love of men and women 
from whom one can now never be estranged, 
since death has removed them from this sphere 
of change and grief. Thirty years ago one can 
recollect that there were many alive who were 
enthusiastic about the greatness of the last 
century. ‘There were those who, when young, 
had seen Garrick and Mrs Cibber, Barry, Hen- 
derson, Mrs Pritchard and others, and who, 
talking of Kean and Young, Miss O’Neil and 
Miss Foote, shook their heads, as we do now 
when we compare Dillon with Macready, and 





Creswick and Miss Glynn with predecessors on 
the stage, some of whom still live, but are not 
able to perform. 

One of the great lyric stage has just de. 
parted at the comparatively early age of 57. 
Grisi, whose genius must rank with that of 
Pasta and Malibran, is no more. I remember 
her, thirty years ago, with Rubini, Tamburini, 
Labiadie, Ivanhoff, Persiani, and *Albertazzi 
at Her Majesty’s. A great actress, and an 
almost matchless singer. She was one ina 
constellation. ‘To compare any English ac- 
tress or vocalist on the boards with Grisi 
would be ungracious. There is no one her 
equal, When Malibran was in her glory, two 
opinions existed about those two gifted singers, 
as inthe days of old, there were some who 
preferred Cooke to Kemble, and Kemble to 
Cooke, but they were “ Queens of song ;” and 
it seems ruthless of Death (but for the great 
law of succession) to remove such lights from 
the world. 

Grisi was an impassioned singer—a woman 
of brilliant endowments, physical and mental, 
and her acting seems to have been rarely sur- 
passed, 

I noticed in the paper that, at an early period 
of Grisi’s career, Vestris performed with her 
in London, The young men of the early part 
of this century were fanactics about Vestris, 
whom I saw a little before she became Mrs C, 
Mathews, at the Olympic, with Liston. 
What a management was that of Vestris, for 
taste, elegance, and expensive accessories ! 
People used to say she was seventy before she 
retired ; but ¢hat we know was untrue. I was 
told Grisi was that age when I heard her sing 
at the Crystal Palace two or three years since ; 
and was certain ¢hat was not correct. The 
vocal powers of women seldom last beyond 40, 
or, at all events, the freshness and brilliancy 
must have been impaired. It was wonderful 
that Grisi retained all the fire, the feeling, and 
the fervour of her youth, when the grand 
voice could hardly realise the noble passion ! 
Farren, at the Olympic, when in the sere and 
yellow leaf, lost money ; and few have reaped 
golden opinions at that house, The best com- 
pany, perhaps, ever assembled within its walls 
was at the period when George Bo!ton, a man- 
ager of little intelligence, was there regnant 
Mr and Mrs W. Lacy, Mrs C. Jones, Wilkin- 
son, L. Murray, Henry Betty, Mrs Gordon 
and Archer contributed their talents to the 
strength of the dramatic force. Bolton would 
act himself—would act prominent parts, inclu- 
ding Hamlet; and the people chose not to 
think that he could do it. 

The vanity of managers frequently makes 
them bankrupt. Unquestionably, however, “The 
Rivals ”’ and other plays were well acted during 
Bolton’s management, when W. Lacy and his 
wife, L. Murray, Betty, &c., performed therein. 
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At the Olympic, also, I first saw G.V. Brooke 
and Robson. Brooke was an imposing Othello 
—all but a very fine one. His grand declama- 
tion and brilliant executive power, when his 
voice had not failed, no one could deny. My 
friend John Watkins said he was about half 
what Edmund Kean was in the part, and who 
is that now? Phelps, perhaps tke best living 
Othello, invests it with some pathos and 
passion, but he does not stir the blood, and 
thrill the soul. Robson was an extracrdinary 
fellow; and I remember the late Mr W. M. 
Thackeray once said to me, he thought him 
perhaps ‘the greatest genius on the stage.” 
I have seen one or two great actors—among 
them Bouffé, in Paris. No actor could surpass 
Bouffé in the extraordinary power of evoking 
smiles and tears. He was a finished—an 
admirable—and most artistic comedian; a man 
in Wilkie’s category ! 

Referring to Wilkie, I may here mention 
that I was dining on one occasion with the 
eminent collector, Mr Buchanan, who told me 
that Sir David lamented to him that he had 
left his old, humourous style. What a depth 
of humour and what a simple pathos in Wilkie! 
Admirable as Frith is, in these qualities, he is 
not equal to the renowned R.A. 

When Macready was a manager, how fortu- 
nate he was in securing the assistance “ of the 
magic pencil ” of the incomparable Stanfield ! 
When I see the pictures of Turner and Stan- 
field together I hardly know which to prefer. 
Turner was the greater genius, the more imagi- 
native painter; but, in point of execution, | am 
disposed to think Stanfield was the most per- 
fect of the two. 

Thackeray, who, like Hazlitt, was at one 
time an artist himself, told me that he could 
never sufficiently admire the humour of some 
of the caricatures in J’unch. He had tried for 
years, he said, though he was an excellent 
caricaturist, and could do nothing like them. 
He very kindly (when I was writing novels 
twenty two years ago) furnished me with an 
excellent illustration for my work. The 
greatest Realist of our century—by far the 
greatest satirist and observer of men and 
manners—he was deficient in imaginative and 
intense power. For myself, I place him be- 
tween Scott and Lever, and that is an eleva- 
tion attained by no living novelist, save Lord 
Lytton and Hugo. Hugo is a splendid ro- 
mancist, and Lord Lytton as a novelist, one 
can only regard with entire admiration. 

How many of the literary people I have 
known are gone to that bourne ‘ whence 
no traveller returns.’’ Thackeray, T. K. Her- 
vey (once Editor of the Atheneum), Knowles, 
Talfourd, Jerrold, J. Buckley, Watkins, &c., 
have ‘gone before,’’ some of them in the 
prime of life. J. E. Smith, author of ** The 
Divine Drama of History and Civilisation,” of 





all my early friends, was, I think, the least 
appreciated. Some of his articles in the 
“Family Herald” of twenty years ago are full of 
wealth and wisdom, and I advise those who see 
old volumes of that publication to buy them. 
He was ahead of his age, and mediocre men, 
now forgotten, were more known than Smith. 
His worth, his genius, his wisdom, can hardly 
be over-estimated, at least, such is the opinion of 
Bera. 


POPULAR ACTORS.—VI. 





BARTON BOOTH. 


Tue father of this eminent tragedian des- 
cended from an ancient Lancashire family, 
removed to Westminster in 1684, when Barton 
was 3 years, and sent him in due course to the 
collegiate school, then conducted by the famous 
Dr Busby. Young Barton soon attracted 
notice from the masters, not only by his general 
diligence, but by a peculiar talent for 
enunciating with harmony and force 
poetic passages. He was chosen to 
fill a prominent part in the Latin play, which 
he went through inimitably, to the delight of 
the Doctor, then aged, whose praises made old 
Booth say, that ‘‘ the old man poisoned his son 
with his last breath.”?” The boy was intended 
for orders, and was sent to Cambridge, but at 
18 he stole from school and joined the come- 
dians at Bartholomew fair; he then travelled 
and was engaged in a theatrical company in 
Dublin. He succeeded instanter, and in 8 
years returned to England, and played with 
equal success. Cato was his great part. The 
tragedy of that name was produced in 1712 to 
render the Whigs popular. The tories, how- 
ever, applauded every sentence of it. Thus 
the two parties joined in establishing this piece 
of Addison’s, little adapted as was for the stage, 
being more of a poem than a play. Booth, in 
the hero, had such a style of declamation, and 
a tinge of classic acquirements, as the stage 
had rarely been able to commend. But the 
same advantages were possessed by Kemble, 
when he played Cato a century later. Yet 
shrewd critics thought that Addison’s tragedy 
quite as much indebted for an overflowing 
audience, to the horses that galloped over the 
stage in a noisy afterpiece as to the finished 
actor. 

Despite the critics, Booth created a furore 
at D.L. in 1701,among the nobility in particu- 
lar, who vied with each other in placing their 
carriages at his disposal. He frequently played 
and stayed overnight at Windsor, where the 
Court was then held. The Ghost was one of 
his great parts; it was said to be masterly, as, 
according to Cibber, was his Othello. His ap- 
pearauce was superior to Betterton’s, the 
latter, besides having a low voice, possessing 
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small eyes and an ungainly figure, although in 
his character cheerful, modest, and generous, 
He could not, like Betterton, play in his old 
years, for we hear of the last named actor ap- 
pearing as the youthful Valentine in 
Congreve’s ‘*‘ Love for Love,” in his 74th year 
with eclat, and even performing several times 
afterwards ; his wife held the same rank as an 
actress as Betterton did as an actor. 

As Booth’s age advanced his health declined, 
and he was unable to appear on the stage so 
much as the public wished, but he was always 
warmly greeted. 

He died May 10, 1733, and was buried at 
Cowley, where he had regularly spent his 
summers. He was twice married; first to a 
daughter of Sir W. Barkham, a baronet, and 
afterwarcs to an actress. He was highly 
respeotable, aud having an advantage over his 
brethren, not in talent only, but alsoin family 
and education, he held a higher rank than 
had been heretofore found attainable by mem- 
bers of his profession. 

His acting was compared with Betterton’s; 
but he had profited greatly in early life by the 
latter’s example, and would not permit him- 
self to be his equal. 


SPRANGER BARRY. 

St, Warburgh’s parish, Dublin, claims to 
have been the birth-place of this highly-gifted 
tragedian, who first saw the light on the 20th 
Nov., 1719. He was brought up to bis father’s 
business, that of a silversmith, in which he 
remained 4 years; but from extravagant 
habits and a passion for acting, which induced 
him to neglect his occupation, he became a 
bankrupt, and from a handicraftsman became 
a tragic actor. In 1744 he appeared in the 
Irish metropolis as the Moor, with success ; 
afterwards at Cork, and in 1746 in London at 
D.L., he played both in comedy and tragedy; 
as Lord Townley he received high compli- 
ments from H.R.H. the Prince of Wales. 
In 1749 at C.G., he became the rival of Garrick, 
and as Romeo, was decidedly his superior. 
As Lear, Jaffier, Essex, &c., with the greatest 
success. In 1758 he joined with Woodward 
in erecting the Crow-street Theatre, Dublin ; 
but this was a failure. In 1766 he brought 
Mrs Dancer with him to London, and married 
her. They became members of the D.L. troupe, 
at a joint salary of £1,500 a year. In1774he 
migrated to the rival house and though aged, 
maintained his reputation in many characters. 
He died of an attack of gout, from which he 
had suffered for many years, Jan. 10., 1777. 

The great characteristic of Barry as an 
actor was the power he possessed of portraying 
grief and tenderness, both in his voice and 
countenance. Atrue eon of Erin, he was 
overflowing with feeling. Hence he possessed 
greater control over those of an andience than 





any man (Kean and Macready excepted, per- 


baps,) who has since appeared on the British 
stage. 





VISIONS OF CHRISTMAS. 
Tuey tell me Christmas will be shortly here— 
And dreams of by-gone merriment arise, 
Such merriment will not return, I fear, 
To glad, this winter, my expectant eyes. 
In vain for pantomimes I search each print— 
The comic business I closely scan ; 
Of two delights I cannot see a hint, 
The red-hot poker and the warming-pan. 
* * * * * * 
I hate your clown with the performing dogs— 
The clown that plays upon the violin— 
The clown that dances nigger-trips in clogs, 
Or keeps a hat upon a stick a-spin. 
They are mere acrobats, not clowns at all, 
And therefore come beneath my solemn ban. 
Meanwhile for childhood’s old delights I call— 
The red-poker and the warming-pan. 


Dramatic authors of our modern time. 

Abandon for a period burlesque, 

Restore to us our ancient pantomime, 

The fun, the frolic, and the mask grotesque, 
Give us an opening with mirth imbued— 

Let it begin as those of old began— 

And let the comic business include 
The red-hot poker and the warming-pan. 
——$_—<————————— 
SOTHERN IN DUBLIN. 

At the Theatre Royal, Dublin, on Saturday 
evening, Mr Sothern repeated his impersonation 
of Colonel John White, in the new comedy of 
‘‘Home,” and also of Lord Dundreary in the 
piece of exrtavaganza entitled “‘ Lord Dundreary 
Married and Settled,” and concluded an engage- 
ment which for its brilliant success had no 
parallel in the dramatic annals of the Theatre 
Royal. The house literally overflowed, and 
several ladies'and gentlemen sought accommoda- 
tion at the wings, and were content to even get 
a glimpse of the stage—in fact such a ‘ furore” 
we never recollect, it positively amounted to a 
“Sothern mania.” At the conclusion of the 
comedy Mr Sothern was twice vociferously called 
before the curtain, and had to indulge the 
audience with a valedictory speech, so happy in 
its nature, and so easy in its application, that the 
great comedian retired amidst a hurricane of ap- 
plause. 

Another theatre has been destroyed by fire. 
This calamity has overtaken the theatre at 
Rochester, in the state of New York. 

‘* Marriage,” a new comedy, by Andrew Halli- 
day, Esq., will be produced at the St. James’s 
early in 1870. 

Miss Harriet Coveney is engaged for the 





; pantomime at Drury Lane and not the Surrey, as 


stated by us. 
Miss Marriott has been gaining a great popu- 
larity at Pittsburg. Her Hamlet was a success. 
Mr Richard Edgar, son of the lessee of Sadler’s 
Wells, and avery promising comic actor, an- 
nounces his benefit for to night. Among those 
advertised to appear is Mr Pennington. 
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REGISTERED AMATEUR CLUBS. 
EAUFOY Amateur Dramatic Club meets, during 
the Season, twice a week at the FLerct, Queen 
‘Street, Cheapside, E. C. All communications to be 
addressed to the General Manager and Treasurer 
OSCAR LOUIS MOORE, 16, Wine Office Court, 
Fleet Street, E.C. 
UCKINGHAM Comedy Company meet every Tues- 
day and Thursday evenings at the Club-room, 27, 
Museum-street, Oxford-street. President and Treasurer, 
Mr A. W. Donaldson : Acting and Stage Manager, Mr 
W.S. B. Gitsham; Hon. Sec. Mr C. J. Braithwaite, to 
whom all applications are to be made. 
ITY MUSICAL and DRAMATIC SOCIETY meet 
every Wednesday evening from 8 till 10, for re- 
hearsals, &c., at Albion Hall, London Wall, City. 
Manager, Mr Wenborn ; Hon. Sec., Mr H. Bacon. 
CCENTRIC Dramatic Club.—Meetings every Tues- 
day and Friday at 7, at the Thatched House, Red 
Lion-street, Holborn, WC. R.S. Mordaunt Vaughan, 
Hon. Sec. 
MPIRE DRAMATIC CLUB.—Every Wednesday 
evening, at 8.30., at the Plough Tavern, Museum 
Street, Bloomsbury. Stage Manager, MrT. E. Norman; 
Acting Manager, Mr Geo. Beaumont. 
F SSEX Dramatic Club, (estab. 1860,) director Mr F. 
‘1 C. Withers. Tuesday evening at the York Hotel, 
High-st., Islington. Secretary, Mr F. T. Cooke, 
Address to B. W. 11, Charles Place, Hertford-road 
Kingsland. Treasurer, Mr A, Santon. Manager, Mr 
K. Hicks. 
ITZROY Dramatic Club meets every Monday even- 
ing at the Club-room, 1, Fitzroy-street, Fitzroy- 
square. All applications respecting the admission of 
new members to be addressed to the Secretary, Mr 
Thomas Gray. 
| EMBLE Dramatic Company.—All applications res- 
pecting Performances to be addressed to Mr Win. A. 
Stanley, Manager,260, Essex-road, (8,Annett’s--crescent,) 
Islington, N. Wednesday evening. 
RION Dramatic Club.—W. Seear, Treasurer, 372, 
Kingsland-road; F. Carr, Acting Manager ; Bolton 
Medlicott, Stage Manager. Applications, with references, 
. . made to F. Small, jun., Secretary, 6, Albert-road, 
alston. 


OYALT Y DRAMATIC CLUB—meets every 
Thursday evening at 8 at the CLUB-Room, la, 
Arbour-square, Stepney. Manager, Mr J. W. RED- 
HEAD; Treasurer, Mr J. WHITE; Secretary, Mr A. 
G. STODDART, 21, Arbour-street East, Commercial- 
road, E, 
HAKSPEARIAN Dramatic Club meets on Thursday 
evening, at the Spread Eagle, Charles-street, 
Middlesex Hospital, at 9 o’clock. Manager, Mr J. 
S. Pike; Treasurer, Mr T. Osborne. All communica- 
tions to be addressed to the Sec. Mr Sam Thomas. 
fXHETIS DRAMATIC CLUB, Chelsea.—Meetings 
twice a week. Performances given in aid of chari- 
table institutions. For particulars as to performances, 
or for admission to this select Club apply to the Manager, 
e Ded Woods, Esa., 37, Markham-square,Chelsea, 


MRAFALGAR AMATEUR Dramatic and Musical 

Society—meets every Wednesday and Friday even- 
ing. Acting-manager, Mr J. B. Everall; Stage-manager, 
Mr C, Chapman. Apply to the — Mr C, 
ge 21, Great Queen-street, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, 





Hottoway’s OrntmMentT AND PiLLs—Have 
been used freely by millions of human beings of 
both sexes and all ages, in every part of the 
world, and while the public press has teemed 
with authenticated cases of extraordinary cures 
Of a vast variety of diseases, (such es indigestion, 
scorbutic eruptions, and liver complaints), there 
is not on public record a single case in which 
their use has been attended with bad effects. 





None using Holloway’s Ointment and Pills need 
suffer the hope of cure to be counterbalanced by 
the fear of injury. They cannot do harm, they 
must do good. They may be taken by the weak- 
est persons as beneficially as by the most robust. 
They never fail to expel impurities, and to induce 
perfect and regular action. 


A new piece, by Mr T. A. Palmer, has been 
produced atthe Plymouth Theatre, under th 
title of ‘“* Hard Hands and Happy Hearts.” Th 
piece is reported as possessing strong ipvterest 
and many of its scenes are well contrived. It was’ 
enthusiastically received. 

“Jack and the Bean Stalk; or, The Seven 
Champions of Christendom,” is in active pre- 
paration at the Standard. One of the principal 
features in the burlesque portion of the entertain- 
ment will be the introduction of a panorama. 
For this Mr Richard Douglass will be responsi- 
ble, and judying from his previous works, its 
introduction will be a great success. In one of 
the scenes, for which £1,000 has been expended, 
over 100 champions, accoutred in martial costume, 
will appear. 

The pretty little serio-comic singer and dancer 
known as Amalia has been engaged by Mr 
Charles Pitt for the forthcoming Surrey panto- 
mime. 
+¢Mr H. Payne will this year appear ina new 
character—a female—in the pantomime of “ The 
Yellow Dwarf,” at Covent Garden. Mr Stoyle is 
to be the dwarf. 

The Crystal Palace pantomime is ‘Dick 
Whittington and his Wonderful Cat; or, The 
Butterfly’s Ball, and the Grassbopper’s Feast. 

‘The Agricultural Hall will be opened on Boxing- 
day by Mr Holland, with an entertainment of 
great variety and attractiveness. Blondin will be 
the star. 

Wuy isan Irishman trying to kiss a pretty girl 
hke a traveller ascending Mount Vesuvius ?— 
Because he wants to get to the mouth of the 
crater. 

Wuat bird is it foreigners cannot cook 1— 
The English goose. 

Wuy is St. Paul’s like a bird’s nest ?—Because 
it was built by a Wren. 

Wuy is a modest young lady like a vessel 
coming into harbour 1—Because she takes care 
tr avoid the b(u)oys. 

AssENCE oF Minp.—Lessing, the German 
philosopher, being remarkably absent, 
knocked at his own door, one evening, when 
the servant, looked out of the window, and 
not recognizing him, said, ‘‘ The professor is 
not at home!” “Oh! very well!” replied Less- 
ing, composedly, walking away’ ‘I shall 
call another time.” 

Curran AND Lorp Crare,—Curran was 
once defending an attorney’s bill of costs, 
before Lord Clare, ‘‘Here, now,’ said Lord 
Clare, ‘‘is a flagitions imposition. How can 
you defend this item, Mr Curran—‘ To writing 
innumerable letters, £100?” ‘Why, my 
lord,” said Curran, ‘‘ nothing can be more 
reasonable. It is not a penny a letter. 
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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 


218, HIGH 


HOLBORN, 


: im brilliant and favourite BALL ROOM is OPEN every evening. The greatest regard is paid to ensure the 
comfort and enjoyment of visitors. 
N.B.—The Wines and Refreshments are of the Choicest Quality. 
Doors open at Half-past Eight; Close at Twelve o'clock. 
Admission throuchout the establishment Is. 


Musical Director, Mr W. 


M. PACKER, R.A.M. 





SADLER’S WELLS THEATRE. 


Sole Lesser, Mr ROBERT EDGAR, 
q NGAGEMENT of Mr PENNINGTON, of the Theatre Royal, Haymarket. 
4 Miss ELIZA CLAYTON will also appear, supported by the best legitimate company in London. 


t On Wednesday,'Dec. 9th, Mr Richard Edgar’s Benefit. 


KATHLEEN MAVOUREEN. Terence 0’ Moore, 


Mr Richard Edgar ; Kathleen, Miss Elixa Clayton. Tne Trial Scene from THE MERCHANT OF VENICE. 
Shylock, Mr Pennington; Portia, Mrs M. Eburne. And the TOODLES, Mr Twinkle Toodles, Mr Richard 


Edgar; Mrs Toodles, Mrs E. F. Edgar, 


On Thursday, Dec, 9th, RICHARD III. Richard III., Mr Pennington. Concluding each evening (Wednes- 
day excepted) with the ramantic drama of the ROBBER’S WIFE. Messrs Edmund Phelps, James Johnstone, 
J. G. Rosiere, E. Newbound, T. W. Ford, and Richard Edgar; Mrs Margaret Eburne and Miss Julia Summers, 

Mr Morton Traveres, who so successfully appeared as lago, will shortly re-appear. 
In preparation, and will be produced on Christmas-Eve, the great local Christmas Pantomime, entitled 
YE FAIRE MAIDE OF MERRIE ISLINGTON; OR, HARLEQUIN YE CRUEL PRIOR 
OF CANONBURY AND THE CHIVALROUS KNIGHTS OF ST. JOHN. ; 





ADAME TUSSAUD’S EXHIBITION, Baker 

Street.—ON VIEW a PORTRAIT MODEL of 

FREDERICK HINSON has been added to the Cham- 
ber of Horrors, 

Admission, 1s.; children under ten, 6d.; Chamber 
of Horrers, 6d.—Open in the morning from eleven a.m, 
till ten p.m. 

Metropolitan Railway stop at Baker-street Station for 
Madame Tussaud’s. 

\ ADAME ‘TUSSAUD’S EXHIBITION. — A 
PORTRAIT MODEL of TROPPMAN has been 
added to the Chamber of Horrors. 

Admission 1s £ Chamber of Horrors, 6d extra. Open 
during the Cattle Show, from 11 a.m. till 10 p.m. 

CABINET THEATRE, KING’S CROSS, 
Licensed by the Lord Chamberlain, 
i AVING undergone some improvement may be had 
by first-class Amateur Clubs, Pupils instructed 
and brought out. 

Elocutionary lessons by a graduate of Jesus’ College, 
Cambridge. Saiees pieces in preparation. Engage- 
ments negotiated when competent, without the imposition 
so frequently practised on the Tyro, Apply at the office 
personally, 7, Euston-road, facing the station, after 2 
o'clock p.m. 














TO AMATEURS. 
LENHEIM HALL, 61, Chalk Farm Road, holds 
450 to 500, newly-decorated and fitted with Act 
Drop and Scenery. To be LET for Amateur Perfor- 
mances. ‘Terms on application to Miss HERBERT, as 
above. , 
BALLET SKIRTS, 2s 6d. 
ARLITAN, STAMPED WITH GOLD, SAMPLE 
ONE STAMP. 
ROBERTS, 2, Duke-street, Union-street, 
Bishopsgate. 





Rejoice, ye Children of the Thespian Ant. 

AMUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow- 
S street, Covent Garden, will be glad to treat with 
Ladies and Gentlemen engaged in amateur perform~- 
ances for the sale or hire of Stage Costume, 
large assortment of every necessary for the same, 
Wardrobes made to order. Persons about to follow 
the profession will do well to give Mr, May an order 
for an outfit; costume, elegance, economy, and punc- 
tuality all studied. 

ind the address, Samuel May, 35, Bow-street. 





Amateur Theatricals, Concerts, and Readings. 

ISS ELLA £TAUNTON can accept engagements 
i} for the above in Town or Country. For dates and 
terms, apply, 2, St Mark’s Grove, Fulham-road, West 
Brompton. S.W. 


OYAL HIGHBURY BARN GARDENS, and 

ALEXANDRA ‘THEATRE, §Islington.—Sole 
Proprietor, Mr GIOVANNELLI. 

Cattle Show week! Cattle Show week1—GRAND 
EXTRA NIGHT ! 

NOTICE :—On and after Tuesday, 7th December, 
the grand ball-room will be opened for instrumental 
music and dancing. Admission Sixpeuce. 

The ceebrated Highbury Band will perform a grand 
selec tion of dance music every evening. 

Dancing in the Grand Hall to the renowned High- 
bury Band. 


Open on Sunday for promenade by refreshment ticket. 
Acting -manager, Mr Vivian. Musical director, Mr 
B. Isaacson. Admission to everything ls. 








ANTED—A few Ladies and Gentlemen te join a 
Dramatic Society now forming. ‘Terms very 
moderate. _ For particulars apply to the secretary, Mr 
Wa. BARBER, 105, Falmouth-road, New Kent-rd.,S 





To Amateurs. 


T. GEORGE’S 1HEATRE, Langham Place, with 

new Stage, 45 feet by 38; Good stock of new scenery, 
&c. ‘To be let upon the most reasonable terms on appli- 
cation to Mr T. E. EVANS, Stage-manager, 34, Great 
Portland-street, Oxford-street, W. 





MATEUR LADIES WANTED for an entirel 
NEW DRAMATIC CLUB, asffollows :—Lead- 
ing Lady, Comedy, Burlesque Boys, Walking Ladies, 
and afew Vocalists. Replies preferred from those who 
are willing to practice, and can attend their engagements. 
Address (stating line of business and enclose carte), 
C. YOUNG, 69, Southampton Street, Camberwell. 








Published every Wednesday Morning, at Twelve o’clock 
by Vickers, 317 Strand, for the Proprietor, Mr. W. 
BesTow. 

To be had, by order, in any ofthe Provincial Towns. 

All communications for the Editor to be forwarded to the 





Printer, 3354, Strand, W.C., (opposite tomerset House 
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